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LETTER FROM THE PTA 
 
January 10, 2012 
 
 
Dear Churchill Road Elementary School Community: 
 
As you will see in the attached After‐School Activities catalog, there have been price increases across 
the board for all activities. 
 
As you may be aware, the PTA spent far more money last year than it brought in. Similar expenditures 
were budgeted for this year during the budget meetings that took place at the end of last year. Over the 
summer, it was necessary to drastically reduce the expenditures by cutting every line item in our 
budget. We sought to minimize the size of the cuts, but ultimately we could only budget aggregate 
expenditures in an amount approximating total budgeted income. 
 
One way we sought to minimize budget cuts was by allowing after‐school activity net income to flow 
through the PTA budget to fund its general expenditures. This was the subject of a specific vote of the 
PTA general membership at each of the back‐to‐school nights, and the measure was approved. The 
amount of net after‐school activities income reasonably projected to be earned was $13,000, which was 
included in the budget that was approved by the PTA Executive Board and by the PTA general 
membership. 
 
There are many costs associated with running the extensive after‐school activity program provided by 
the Churchill Road PTA. These costs include money paid to the activity sponsors (teachers or outside 
vendors) and our attendance monitors, materials fees, credit card processing fees charged by the bank 
for every registration, and an annual fee paid to the online registration platform. 
 
Unfortunately, creating pricing models for dozens of activities with varying levels of participation, 
different numbers of sessions and different cost structures is an inexact science. This year we have put 
in place models to help us look at each activity individually, rather than all activities as a whole. This is 
enabling us to more accurately project how much we need to charge per activity in order to ensure that 
our budget remains balanced, while keeping our prices as low as possible. 
 
We believe that the prices, while higher, still represent an excellent value. The activities provide high 
quality programming at prices that are in line with or, in many cases, less expensive than alternatives 
provided elsewhere in the community. We hope that you will agree and continue to enjoy the broad 
array of enrichment programs provided to our children through the PTA After‐School Activities 
Program. 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 
Jeff Palk, CRS PTA President 
Anne Schuyler, CRS PTA After‐School Activities Chair 
Mel Quinn, CRS PTA After‐School Activities Co‐Chair 
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ABOUT US 

 

 

The PTA After-School Activities (ASA) is a vibrant part of the Churchill Road Elementary 
School (CRS) community. This Winter/Spring, we are proud to offer several unique clubs that 
will enhance your student’s learning, physical development, and overall well-being.  Clubs 
that are new to CRS include Challenge Math, Filmmaking, Knitting, Guitar, American Sign 
Language, Total Sports, Musical Production, and Comic Creations. 
 
It is very important to the members of the PTA that your child has a safe and smooth 
experience while participating in our activities. Our Instructors have undergone background 
checks and are well-qualified to provide a positive learning experience for your child.  
 
The PTA-sponsored After-School Activities Program is coordinated by volunteers. If you have 
any questions, suggestions or would like to volunteer, you may contact the PTA After-School 
Activities Committee at afterschoolactivities1@churchillroadpta.org. 

 

 

mailto:afterschoolactivities1@churchillroadpta.org
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WINTER/ SPRING SCHEDULE – 3RD AND 4TH QUARTERS 

 
The Winter/Spring clubs begin on February 1st and end the week of May 21st.  Monday clubs will end on June 4th 
due to several school closures.  The exceptions are listed below.  There are no classes on Teacher Work Days, on 
Staff Development days, on observed holidays, and on Student Holidays.     
 
Monday clubs start on February 6

th
 and end on June 4

th
.   

 There are no clubs on: February 20
th

, April 2
nd

, April 9
th

, May 28
th 

 Monday clubs have 14 sessions. 
 Exceptions:  

o Robotics ends on May 14 and has a total of 12 sessions. 
o The last class for Monday Language Stars classes is on May 21

st
.  Total number of Monday Language 

Stars classes is 13. 

 
Tuesday clubs start on February 7

th
 and end on May 22

nd
.   

 There are no clubs on April 3
rd

. 
 Tuesday clubs have 15 sessions. 

 Exceptions:  
o Science Olympiad B ends on March 27th. 

 
Wednesday clubs start on February 1

st
 and end on May 23

rd
.  

 There are no clubs on April 4
th

. 
 Wednesday clubs have 16 sessions. 

 Exceptions:  
o Math Enrichment ends on February 22

nd
. 

o Challenge Math for Grades 2-3 begins on Feb. 29
th

 and ends on May 30
th

 for a total of 13 sessions. 
o Science Olympiad A has classes on February 1

st
, February 15

th
, February 29

th
, March 14

th
, March 28

th
, 

April 11
th

, April 25
th

, May 9
th

 and May 23
rd

. 
 

Thursday clubs start on February 2
nd

 and end on May 24
th

. 

 There are no clubs on April 5
th

. 
 Thursday clubs have 16 sessions. 

 Exceptions:  
o Chess ends on May 31st for a total of 17 sessions. 
o Musical Theater Club ends on June 14

th
 after their final performance at the Alden Theater.   

o Filmmaking ends on May 10th and has 14 sessions. 
 

Friday clubs start on February 3
rd

 and end on May 25
th

.  

 There are no clubs on April 6
th

. 
 Friday clubs have 16 sessions. 

 Exceptions:  
o Musical Production Club begins on Friday, April 13th and ends on Thursday, June 14th.   
o There are no Friday Spanish Language Stars classes on March 30th.  Total number of Friday 

Spanish Language Stars classes is 15. 
 

Note: Girls on the Run is scheduled for Tuesdays and Thursdays starting in mid-March.  This program is not 

sponsored by the PTA.  Please see School Counselor Katie Griffith for more information.   
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KEY DATES AND DETAILS 
 

1. REGISTRATION: Early Registration for PTA members takes place on Tuesday, 
January 17th. General Registration begins on Thursday, January 19th.  Registration will 
begin at 12 noon on both days.  Registration must be made online.  A link to the 
registration site will be accessible on the Churchill Road PTA Web site.  The address for 
the PTA web site is www.churchillroadpta.org. 

2. ENROLLMENT:  Each class has a maximum number of students. Once a class reaches 
its maximum capacity, it will be noted as such in our registration system. 

3. CLUB CANCELLATIONS/MODIFICATIONS: A Club is subject to cancellation if it 
does meet the minimum number of students required.  If a club has an older and 
younger group, the groups may be combined.    

4. CLASS FEES:  The cost of each class is determined by the amount charged for the 
Instructor’s time, the number of sessions, the materials (if applicable), and 
administrative/online fees. Costs vary and are listed on page 7.   

5. PAYMENT:  Our online registration system accepts VISA, Mastercard, and Discover.   
6. REGISTRATION CANCELLATION:  In general, we do not provide refunds once 

classes have begun.    
7. NOTIFICATION: Registration confirmations, waitlist notifications, and other class 

announcements will be communicated via email.  Please make sure your email address 
is correct and updated in the school’s directory.  If you do not have an email address, 
please provide your home phone number to be contacted. 

8. PARENTAL WAIVER AND CONSENT: After reading all of the terms and conditions, 
parents must agree to the Parental Waiver and Consent form at the end of the 
registration process.  A copy of the form is included at the end of this booklet.   

9. LATE PICK UP FEES:  By enrolling your student in any of the Activities, you hereby 
agree to the following Late Pick Up Fee charge:  A Late Fee of $1.00 per minute will be 
charged for students who are picked up five minutes after the dismissal time.  
Payments should be made payable to CRS PTA and must be received by the next class 
meeting.   

10. CONDITIONS OF ENROLLMENT:  The PTA reserves the right to cancel your 
student’s enrollment if he/she is chronically picked up late from the Activity or if your 
student has disciplinary issues and/or is not willing to follow the directions of the 
instructors. 

11. MISSED CLASSES: Every effort will be made to reschedule missed classes due to 
school closures (weather, etc.) or instructor issues.  Unfortunately, no refunds will be 
issued for any reason. 

http://www.churchillroadpta.org/


7 | P a g e  

 

CLUBS OFFERED WITH FEES LISTED 

AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITY DAY  GRADES TIME 
START 
DATE 

END DATE FEE LOCATION 

American Sign Language Club Tuesday 1-3 3:05-4:05 Feb. 7 May 22 $160 Room 105 

American Sign Language Club Tuesday 4-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 7 May 22 $160 Room 208 

Art Club (15 sessions) Tuesday 1-2 3:05-4:35 Feb. 7 May 22 $185 Room 115 

Art Club (16 sessions) Thursday 3-6 3:05-4:35 Feb. 2 May 24 $200 Art Room 

Artist Trading Club Friday 4-6 3:05-4:35 Feb. 3 May 25 $200 Art Room 

Challenge Math Wednesday 2-3 3:05-4:05 Feb. 29 May 30 $160 Room 200 

Chess Club Thursday 2-6 3:05-4:35 Feb. 2 May 31 $160 Cafeteria 

Comic Creations Club Monday 1-3 12:30-1:30 Feb. 6 June 4 $215 
Exploratory 

Arts 

Drumline  (14 sessions) Monday 5-6 12:30-1:30 Feb. 6 June 4 $200 Band Trailer 

Drumline  (16 sessions) Wednesday 3-4 3:05-4:05 Feb. 1 May 23 $230 Band Trailer 

Filmmaking Thursday 4-6 3:05-4:35 Feb. 2 May 10 $395 Library 

French (15 sessions) Tuesday 3-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 7 May 22 $300 Library 

French (16 sessions) Friday K-2 3:05-4:05 Feb. 3 May 25 $320 Stage 

Guitar E (15 sessions) Tuesday 3-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 7 May 22 $220 Room 216 

Guitar B (16 sessions) Friday 3-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 3 May 25 $230 Room 216 

Knitting Wednesday 4-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 1 May 23 $200 Library 

Mandarin (16 sessions) Wednesday K-2 3:05-4:05 Feb. 1 May 23 $320 
Exploratory 

Arts 

Mandarin (16 sessions) Friday 3-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 3 May 25 $320 Gym 

Musical Production Friday 3-6 3:05-4:35 April 13 June 14 $100 
Exploratory 

Arts 

Musical Theater Club Thursday 3-6 3:05-4:50 Feb. 2 June 14 $300 Varies 

Robotics II Monday 3-5 12:30-1:45 Feb. 6 May 14 $415 Stage 

Robotics II Monday 4-6 2:00-3:15 Feb. 6 May 14 $415 Stage 

Robotics I Monday 3-6 3:30-4:45 Feb. 6 May 14 $415 Stage 

Scrabble Wednesday 2-6 3:05-4:35 Feb. 1 May 23 $200 Art Room 

Sock Monkey Friday 5-6 3:05-4:35 Feb. 3 May 25 $230 Library 

Spanish (13 sessions) Monday K-2 12:30-1:30 Feb. 6 May 21 $260 Gym 

Spanish (13 sessions) Monday 3-6 12:30-1:30 Feb. 6 May 21 $260 Gym 

Spanish (15 sessions) Friday K-2 3:05-4:05 Feb. 3 May 25 $300 Cafeteria 

Total Sports (15 sessions) Tuesday 1-3 3:05-4:05 Feb. 7 May 22 $160 Track/Gym 

Total Sports (16 sessions) Wednesday 4-6 3:05-4:05 Feb. 1 May 23 $170 Track/Gym 
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ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE listed by GRADES 

 

GRADES MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

K Spanish Mandarin French

Spanish

1 Comic Creations

Spanish

Am. Sign Language

Art Club

Total Sports

Mandarin French

Spanish

2 Comic Creations

Spanish

Am. Sign Language

Art Club

Total Sports

Challenge Math

Mandarin

Scrabble

Chess French

Spanish

3 Comic Creations

Robotics

Spanish

Am. Sign Language

French

Guitar E

Total Sports

Drumline

Challenge Math

Scrabble

Art Club

Chess

Musical Theater

Guitar B

Mandarin

Musical Production

4 Robotics

Spanish

Am. Sign Language

French

Guitar E

Drumline

Knitting

Science Olympiad A

Scrabble

Total Sports

Art Club

Chess

Filmmaking

Musical Theater

Artist Trading Club

Guitar B

Mandarin

Musical Production

5 Drumline

Robotics

Spanish

Am. Sign Language

French

Guitar E

Science Olympiad B

Knitting

Math Enrichment

Science Olympiad A

Scrabble

Total Sports

Art Club

Chess

Filmmaking

Musical Theater

Artist Trading Club

Guitar B

Mandarin

Musical Production

Sock Monkey

6 Drumline

Robotics

Spanish

Am. Sign Language

French

Guitar E

Science Olympiad B

Knitting

Math Enrichment

Scrabble

Total Sports

Art Club

Chess

Filmmaking

Musical Theater

Artist Trading Club

Guitar B

Mandarin

Musical Production

Sock Monkey
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ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE listed by LOCATION 

 
   * The only time to register for Musical Theater is in September.  Payments are due in September and January.  Location of club varies according to space needed.   
** The only time to register for Science Olympiad A, Science Olympiad B and Math Enrichment is in September. 

LOCATION

Art Room 3:05pm-

4:35pm

Scrabble, G2-6

Whiteman/Romanelli

3:05pm-

4:35pm

Art Club, G3-6

Whiteman

3:05pm-

4:35pm

Artist Trading Club

G4-6, Whiteman

Exploratory 

Arts

12:30pm -

1:30pm

Comic Creations

G1-3, Little Scholars

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Mandarin, GK-2

Language Stars

3:05pm-

4:50 pm

Musical Theater, G3-6* 3:05pm-

4:35pm

Musical Production

G3-6, Woler 

Apr. 13-June 14

Library Not Available 3:05pm-

4:05pm

French, G3-6

Language Stars

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Knitting, G4-6

Waineo

3:05pm-

4:35pm

Filmmaking, G4-6

Fairfax Collegiate

3:05pm-

4:35pm

Sock Monkey, G5-6

Winn

Cafeteria Not Available 3:05pm-

4:35pm

Chess, G2-6

US Chess Center

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Spanish, GK-2

Language Stars

Gym 12:30pm-

1:30pm

Spanish, GK-2

Language Stars

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Total Sports,  G1-3

Mastaler/Timke

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Total Sports, G4-6

Mastaler/Timke

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Musical Theater, G3-6* 3:05pm-

4:05pm

Mandarin, G3-6

Language Stars

12:30pm-

1:30pm

Spanish, G3-6

Language Stars

Stage 12:30pm-

1:45pm

Robotics II, G3-5

Robotics Unlimited!

3:05 pm-

4:50 pm

Musical Theater, G3-6* 3:05pm-

4:05pm

French, K-2

Language Stars

2:00pm-

3:15pm

Robotics II, G4-6

Robotics Unlimited!

3:30pm-

4:45pm

Robotics I, G3-6

Robotics Unlimited!

Ezzell's 

Classroom

3:05pm-

4:20pm

Science Olympiad B**   

G5-6, Ezzell 

Sept - March (every wk)

3:05pm-

4:20pm

Science Olympiad A**

G4-5, Kilpatrick

Sept-May (every 2 wks)

Room 105 3:05pm-

4:05pm

Am. Sign Language

G1-3, Williams

Room 115 3:05pm-

4:35pm

Art Club

G1-2, Smith

Room 200 3:05pm-

4:35pm

Math Enrichment

G5-6**, He, ends Feb. 22

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Challenge Math, G2-3

He, Feb. 29 - May 30

Room 208 3:05pm-

4:05pm

Am. Sign Language

G4-6, Frantz

Room 216 3:05pm-

4:05pm

Guitar E, G3-6

Kitchen

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Guitar B, G3-6

Kitchen

Band/Strings

Trailer

12:30pm -

1:30pm

Drumline, G5-6

Reilly

3:05pm-

4:05pm

Drumline, G3-4

Reilly

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
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CLASS DESCRIPTIONS 
 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE CLUB (Grades 1-6, Tuesdays, 1 hour) 
The goal of the American Sign Language (ASL) Club is for students to learn about the deaf culture and 
how to communicate in the language. Some of the lessons will include: the alphabet, numbers, the days 
of the week, common phrases/sayings, food, animals, and many more! During the club, we will be able 
to practice using the various signs through games and group activities.  Capacity: 25 students for Grades 
1-3, 25 students for Grades 4-6 
Instructor: Jennifer Williams teaches G1-3 (Churchill Road Employee) 
Instructor: Chrissy Frantz teaches G4-6 (Churchill Road Employee) 
 
ART CLUB (Grades 1-2, Tuesdays, 1.5 hours) 
Art club will continue to be student driven in the 3rd and 4th quarter.  Students will be given a gamut 
of choices and they will spend the semester learning and exploring famous artists, the works they are 
famous for and learn some of the techniques used throughout history and today to produce a 
masterpiece of their own.   Projects will range from paint and clay to pastels and charcoal.  Every 
session will be different and students will gain experience working with materials in new and different 
ways to enhance their art skills.  Capacity: 12 students 
Instructor: Kristy L. Smith (Churchill Road Employee)  
 
ART CLUB (Grades 3-6, Thursdays, 1.5 hours) 
Art Club is student driven. Participants are surveyed the first day to see what they would like to learn 
and then that is what we do the following weeks! Projects can range from traditional paint and clay to 
Perler bead inventions and knitting. The variety is endless and every session is different. Students gain 
experience with a variety of types of art skills that they can continue to develop at home.  Capacity: 25 
students 
Instructor: Jennifer Whiteman (Churchill Road Employee) 
 
ARTIST TRADING CLUB (Grades 4-6, Fridays, 1.5 hours) 
Artist Trading Cards, or ATCs, are mini artworks made for trade between artists. Students learn about 
ATCs in art class and love the opportunity to create more cards outside of school. Students will create 
ATCs while building their artistic skills in drawing, printmaking, collage and many more media. Over 
the course of the session, students will learn a variety of styles ranging from abstraction to cartooning. 
Students will also have the chance to trade with peers across grade levels.  Capacity: 25 students 
Instructor: Jennifer Whiteman (Churchill Road Employee) 
 
CHALLENGE MATH (Grades 2-3, Wednesdays, 1 hour) 
Note: Challenge Math begins on February 29.   
This After-School club is designed to provide the 2nd and 3rd graders with a unique opportunity to be 
challenged in mathematics.  The main materials are the past continental math contest problems.  
Churchill Road Elementary School participates in the nationwide Continental Math Contest yearly.  2nd 
and 3rd grade take 3 tests a year.  This class will enhance students’ performance in this highly regarded 
competition.  What is more important than the competition is learning the skills in solving the complex 
and mind-stretching problems. The problems used in the contested are all logic reasoning and critical 
thinking problems.  During class, students will practice these tests.  The teacher will show the process 
of solving every problem with various strategies.  Capacity: 25 students 
Instructor: JinHai He (Churchill Road Employee) 
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CHESS CLUB (Grades 2-6, Thursdays, 1.5 hours) 
Chess Club is part of the culture of Churchill Road Elementary.  Students learn the rules, strategy and 
etiquette of this great game under the guidance of David Mehler, the founder of the US Chess Center.  
Greatest emphasis is placed on sportsmanship and having the students learn to focus and concentrate.  
The club has had a great deal of success in local, state and national events.   
Instructor: David Mehler (US Chess Center) 
 
COMIC CREATIONS CLUB (Grades 1-3, Mondays, 1 hour) 
Do you have a knack for drawing? Do you like to write? We have the class for you! Come join us as we 
explore the world of comic strips. We will learn about the different styles of cartooning, create new 
characters, and build a portfolio of your work.  The children in this program will be introduced to the 
vast forms of comics, build their persuasive and creative writing skills, expand their descriptive word 
vocabulary and create several original pieces to be placed in their personal portfolio.  Capacity: 20 
students 
Instructor: Little Scholars 
 
DRUMLINE (Grades 3-4, Wednesdays, 1 hour) 
This is a great opportunity for 3-4th grade students of Churchill Road to be part of a cohesive team 
formed through the bond of music.  Today’s marching percussion ensemble aka “drumline” is one of 
the fastest growing activities in the world.  Students will be instructed by SFC Mark C. Reilly, Snare 
Drum Section Leader of the 3d U.S. Infantry "The Old Guard" Fife & Drum Corps and Official 
Ceremonial Unit and Escort to the President of the United States.  Your child will be exposed to a 
plethora of musical genres and learn the basic techniques of percussion through the vehicle of the snare 
drum. The students will learn how to read music, develop/hone percussion skills and be able to play in 
a dynamic synchronized ensemble while performing a variety of music.  Material cost for new students 
is $90 which includes a pair of sticks, a method book with DVD, and a drum pad.  Fee for returning 
students is $20 which covers replacement parts.  Students will pay the instructor on the first day of 
class.  Please make checks payable to J. Mark Reilly.  Capacity: 10 students 
Instructor: J. Mark Reilly (FCPS Employee) 
 
DRUMLINE (Grades 5-6, Mondays, 1 hour) 
This is a great opportunity for 5-6thth grade students of Churchill Road to take part of a cohesive team 
formed through the bond of music.  Today’s marching percussion ensemble aka “drumline” is one of 
the fastest growing activities in the world.  Students will be instructed by SFC Mark C. Reilly, Snare 
Drum Section Leader of the 3d U.S. Infantry "The Old Guard" Fife & Drum Corps and Official 
Ceremonial Unit and Escort to the President of the United States.  Your child will be exposed to a 
plethora of musical genres and learn the intermediate to advanced techniques of percussion through 
the dynamic vehicle of the marching percussion ensemble.  This program will perform at CRS 
functions and assemblies.  This class is for students that enjoy lively musical experiences that 
incorporate collaboration and discipline.    Material cost for new students is $90 which includes a pair 
of sticks, a method book with DVD, and a drum pad.  Fee for returning students is $20 which covers 
replacement parts.  Students will pay the instructor on the first day of class.  Please make checks 
payable to J. Mark Reilly.  Capacity: 10 students 
Instructor: J. Mark Reilly (FCPS Employee) 
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FILMMAKING (Grades 4-6, Thursdays, 1.5 hours) 
Learn how to make a film the way the pros do it!  Students learn to write, shoot, edit, and complete 
post-production on a digital video short film.  With the guidance of the instructor, students brainstorm 
ideas for a short film, write an original script, and create a shot list and storyboard.  Students will shoot 
the film using a tripod, a Panasonic DVX-100B video camera, a boom microphone, and a lighting kit.  
Students edit the film using iMovie or Final Cut Express.  If time permits, students will score their film 
using Garage Band.  At the end of class, students will take home a DVD copy of their short film.  
Capacity: 12 students 
Instructor: Fairfax Collegiate 
 
Language Stars FRENCH (Grades K-2 on Tuesdays, Grades 3-6 on Fridays, 1 hour) 

Thanks to Language Star’s carefully developed curriculum, unique FunImmersion® method and their 
excellent team of native-speaking French teachers, your child will learn French naturally in a fun, 
engaging environment.  Language Stars will provide FunImmersion® related materials.  These 
workbooks summarize the weekly learning goals and instructions to further enhance and reinforce the 
child’s learning experience.  Please let us know if you would like be a Parent Assistant in the class.  The 
Parent Assistant will support the class by 1) encouraging student participation as a role model, 2) by 
managing behavior and therefore allowing teachers to focus on the entire group, and 3) by reinforcing 
learning and encouraging responses.  Capacity: 15 students for Grades K-2, 15 students for Grades 3-6 
Instructor: Language Stars 
 
GUITAR CLUB 
Note: Interested students should meet with Mr. Kitchen to determine their placement into either the beginning 
Guitar Club B or the experienced Guitar Club E (see description below).  Students must bring their own guitar. 
Are you curious about the guitar? Have you always wanted to try guitar? Maybe you already play and 
want to learn more. No matter who you are, the CRS Guitar Club has something to offer. Beginners will 
learn the fundamentals while learning real songs. Students with more experience will increase their 
repertoire and improve their technique. All students will have fun in a safe, healthy environment after 
school at CRS. Additionally, all classes will be taught by a licensed FCPS teacher using researched-
based approaches which promote strength and health. Get ready to Rock! 
Instructor: Thomas Kitchen (Churchill Road Employee) 

Both Guitar Classes B and E will be taught by Thomas Kitchen. Thomas is a licensed 
ESOL teacher at CRS who is currently finishing the requirements for an instrumental 
music education prek-12 endorsement on his teaching license. Thomas performs 
regularly throughout the metro area as solo classical and jazz guitarist as well as with 
the Latin Jazz Duo and the Redwood Classical Guitar Duo. Thomas has taught guitar 
professionally since 2005 with the Capitol Hill Arts Workshop, Arlington County Public 
Schools Continuing Education, and the prestigious DC Youth Orchestra Program. 
Currently Thomas teaches guitar at Middle C Music in Tenleytown.  
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GUITAR CLUB B (GRADES 3-6, Fridays, 1 hour) 
Guitar Class B will first learn the open string names of the guitar in addition to the parts of the guitar. 
As students are learning this, they will also learn the basic right and left hand technique to enable them 
to play “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” on the first string open. Next students will learn how to read in 
the first position on strings 1 through 3 (e to g). With each new note students learn, they will also learn 
songs which utilize the note they are learning. Along with note reading, we will learn how to play a 
song by using call and response with the instructor memorizing the song in parts. In addition to 
learning how to play single-note melodies, students will also learn simplified chords so that they can 
accompany each other. Most of the songs students learn will include whole, half, quarter, and eighth 
rests and notes. As soon as possible, students will learn songs of their own choosing, even if it is just a 
portion of the song (the introduction, just the chords, just the melody, or even a simple bass line).  
Capacity: 10 students  

 
GUITAR CLUB E (GRADES 3-6, Tuesdays, 1 hour) 
Guitar Class E will quickly review the parts of the guitar, notes in the first position on the first 3 strings, 
as well as practice some easy songs to help them remember what they many have already learned or to 
fill in gaps in their prior knowledge.  Next students will learn how to read in the first position on 
strings 4 through 6 (d to e) as they continue to review note reading on the first 3 strings. As in Guitar 
Class B, with each new note students will also learn songs which utilize the note they are learning. 
Students will also learn how to play a song by using call and response with the instructor and 
memorize the song in parts. In addition to learning how to play single-note melodies, students will also 
learn open position and moveable chords so that they can accompany each other. Most of the songs 
students learn will include whole, half, quarter, and eighth rests and notes, as well as ties, dotted notes, 
and slurs. As soon as possible, students will learn songs of their own choosing.  If possible students will 
learn different musical styles such as rock, pop, folk/Americana, blues, classical, jazz, bossa nova, etc.  
Capacity: 10 students 
 
KNITTING CLUB (GRADES 4-6, Wednesdays, 1 hour) 
In the Knitting Club participants will learn the basics of knitting including casting on, knit stitch, purl 
stitch, and binding off. They will also learn how to read knitting abbreviations and how to read a 
knitting chart. The group will learn to knit with at least 2 different colors of yarn and will complete a 
scarf and hat set. The participants will have the option of keeping the garments or donating them to 
Warm Up America (a charitable organization that provides hand made goods to those in need 
http://www.craftyarncouncil.com/warmup.html). If there is still time left in the semester, participants 
can either continue to create more scarves and hats for charity or gifts for others, or we can vote as a 
group to make knitted squares to make a large afghan for The Purple Heart Foundation.  All materials 
will be provided.  Please note: the class will be taught the continental knitting method. This method 
delivers the same results as the standard knitting method, but differs somewhat in how the stitches are 
performed.  Capacity: 25 students 
Instructor: Julie Waineo (Churchill Road Employee) 
 
  

http://www.craftyarncouncil.com/warmup.html
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Language Stars MANDARIN CHINESE (Grades K-2 on Wednesdays, GRADES 3-6 on Fridays, 1 
hour) 
Thanks to Language Star’s carefully developed curriculum, unique FunImmersion® method and their 
excellent team of native-speaking Mandarin teachers, your child will learn Mandarin naturally in a fun, 
engaging environment.  Language Stars will provide FunImmersion® related materials.  These 
workbooks summarize the weekly learning goals and instructions to further enhance and reinforce the 
child’s learning experience.  Please let us know if you would like be a Parent Assistant in the class.  The 
Parent Assistant will support the class by 1) encouraging student participation as a role model, 2) by 
managing behavior and therefore allowing teachers to focus on the entire group, and 3) by reinforcing 
learning and encouraging responses.  Capacity: 15 students for Grades K-2, 15 students for Grades 3-6 
Instructor: Language Stars 
 
MATH ENRICHMENT CLUB (Grades 5-6, Wednesdays, 1.5 hours) 
Note: Registration closed.  The club ends on February 22nd. 
Instructor: JinHai He (Churchill Road Employee) 
Instructor: Willia Hennigan (FCPS Substitute Teacher) 
 
MUSICAL PRODUCTION CLUB (Grades 3-6, Fridays, 1.5 hours) 
Musical Theater Production Club is a program focused on what goes into putting on a Musical 
Production OFFstage and BACKstage.  Students will learn budgeting, marketing, ticket sales, public 
relations, putting on a school commercial, lighting and sound support, Onsite Event Management and 
back stage support.  The ultimate goal of the class will be to enhance and assist with the Musical 
Theater Club production of Annie Jr. while learning new skill sets useful to general event planning and 
life skills.  This club is perfect for the student who may want to explore a future in event planning, 
communication and marketing.  Capacity: 30 students 
Instructor: Richard Woler (Churchill Road Employee) 
Rotation of the Co-Directors: 

 Co-Director: Barbara Willingham (FCPS Employee) 

 Co-Director: Scott Gustaveson (Churchill Road Employee) 

 Co-Director: David Ericson (Churchill Road Employee) 
  
MUSICAL THEATER CLUB (Grades 3-6, Thursdays, duration of time varies) 
Note: Registration closed.  Current students must pay their instructors directly by check or credit card for the 
second half of the year.  Forms will be emailed to parents in January. 
Students will perform Annie Jr. at the Alden Theater in June.   
Co-Director: Barbara Willingham (FCPS Employee) 
Co-Director: Scott Gustaveson (Churchill Road Employee) 
Co-Director: David Ericson (Churchill Road Employee) 
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Introduction to ROBOTICS II (Grades 3-5 Mondays, 1.25 hours, 12:30 to 1:45 p.m.) 
Note: One Intro to Robotics I class and two Intro to Robotics II classes are offered. However, classes may be 
combined if enrollment numbers in one class is below the minimum. 
 In this class, students, in teams of two, will delve further into icon programming and sensor work. 
They will have the opportunity to be creative and build their own attachments for the robots so that the 
robot can pick up and transport small items. They will explore what can be done with the touch, color 
and ultrasonic sensors. They will learn about loop programming and how to do fun tasks like have 
their robot follow a random line or another robot. This class will expand the student’s knowledge of 
icon programming, and reinforce math concepts, teamwork skills and critical thinking skills.   Prior 
experience in Lego Mindstorm NXT Robotics is required. Please contact instructors if you have any 
questions about qualifying courses.  Capacity: 12 students 
Instructors: Ronnie Raju & Melissa Cain, Robotics Unlimited! 
   
Introduction to ROBOTICS II (Grades 4-6 Mondays, 1.25 hours, 2:00 to 3:15 p.m.) 
Note: One Intro to Robotics I class and two Intro to Robotics II classes are offered. However, classes may be 
combined if enrollment numbers in one class is below the minimum. 
In this class, students, in teams of two, will delve further into icon programming and sensor work. 
They will have the opportunity to be creative and build their own attachments for the robots so that the 
robot can pick up and transport small items. They will explore what can be done with the touch, color 
and ultrasonic sensors. They will learn about loop programming and how to do fun tasks like have 
their robot follow a random line or another robot. This class will expand the student’s knowledge of 
icon programming, and reinforce math concepts, teamwork skills and critical thinking skills. Prior 
experience in Lego Mindstorm NXT Robotics is required. Please contact instructors if you have any 
questions about qualifying courses.  Capacity: 12 students 
Instructors: Ronnie Raju & Melissa Cain, Robotics Unlimited! 
 
 Introduction to ROBOTICS I (Grades 3-6, Mondays, 1.25 hours, 3:30 to 4:45 p.m.) 
Note: One Robotics I class and two Robotics II classes are offered. However, classes may be combined if 
enrollment numbers in one class is below the minimum. 
 This class will introduce the student to the basics of icon programming, reinforce simple math 
concepts, how to break down large tasks into smaller pieces, how to work in teams, and critical 
thinking skills.  Students, in teams of three, will build a robot using the Lego Mindstorms NXT kits.  
Then, in teams of two, they will learn how to program the robot to move, turn and navigate through a 
maze.  They will also learn how to attach and program different sensors such as the color, ultrasonic 
and touch sensors.    Each team of two will share one laptop and one robot.  Students will also be 
exposed to what is happening in the field of robotics through short class discussion and videos.  No 
prior experience in Robotics Club necessary.  Capacity: 12 students 
Instructor: Ronnie Raju & Melissa Cain, Robotics Unlimited! 
 
SCIENCE OLYMPIAD DIVISION A (Grades 4-5, Wednesdays, 1.25 hours) 
Note: Registration closed.  Division A meets every two week until May 23rd.  Division A meets on these days: 2/1, 
2/15, 2/29, 3/14, 3/28, 4/11, 4/25, 5/9, and 5/23.  Fall registration covers all classes through May.   
Instructor: Nick Kilpatrick (Churchill Road Employee) 
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SCIENCE OLYMPIAD DIVISION B (Grades 5-6, Tuesdays, 1.25 hours) 
Note: Registration closed.  Division B meets every week until March 27th.  Fall registration covers all classes 
through March.   
Instructor: Jennifer Ezzell (Churchill Road Employee) 
 
SCRABBLE CLUB (Grades 2-6, Wednesdays, 1.5 hours) 
Currently more than a million students play the SCRABBLE board game in more than 20,000 schools 
nationwide through the School SCRABBLE Program. Students will not only develop spelling, 
vocabulary, and dictionary skills but will also use math, critical thinking, cooperative learning, 
creativity and spatial relationship skills. They will do all of this while having so much fun they won’t 
even realize they’re learning!  Capacity: 32 students 
Instructor: Michael Romanelli (Churchill Road Employee) 
Instructor: Jennifer Whiteman (Churchill Road Employee)  
 
SOCK MONKEY CLUB (GRADES 5-6, Fridays, 1.5 hours) 
Whether you’re a sewing pro or just starting out, the creature possibilities you can create in Sock 
Monkey are endless!  Sock kitties, sock pandas, sock pigs, even socktopuses (socktopi?) – sock monkeys 
are only one of the cute and silly creatures you can sew in this club!  Beginning with sock monkeys, 
then moving on to creatures inspired by our own imaginations.  Each 5th or 6th grade student will 
finish with at least 4 creatures.  No sewing skill is necessary, but everyone must be able to thread a 
needle to participate.  Capacity: 25 students 
Instructor: Sarah Winn (Churchill Road Employee) 
 
 
Language Stars SPANISH (Grades K-6 on Mondays, Grades K-2 on Fridays, 1 hour) 

Thanks to Language Star’s carefully developed curriculum, unique FunImmersion® method and their 
excellent team of native-speaking Spanish teachers, your child will learn Spanish naturally in a fun, 
engaging environment.  Language Stars will provide FunImmersion® related materials.  These 
workbooks summarize the weekly learning goals and instructions to further enhance and reinforce the 
child’s learning experience.  Please let us know if you would like be a Parent Assistant in the class.  The 
Parent Assistant will support the class by 1) encouraging student participation as a role model, 2) by 
managing behavior and therefore allowing teachers to focus on the entire group, and 3) by reinforcing 
learning and encouraging responses.   Students in Grades K-2 may register for both Monday and 
Friday lessons.  Capacity: 15 students for Grades K-2, 15 students for Grades 3-6 
Instructor: Language Stars 
 
TOTAL SPORTS (Grades 1-3 on Tuesdays, Grades 4-6 on Wednesdays, 1 hour) 
Are you ready to bring your game face to our newest athletic session? Our Total Sports Club will offer 
a different sport every three weeks including Basketball, Baseball, Lacrosse, Hockey, Handball and 
Football. Fitness, teamwork, sportmanship and FUN will be an integral part of each class. CRS 
instructors Mr. Mastaler and Mr. Timke (seasoned college athletes) will be leading this Total Sports 
session.  Capacity: 30 students 
Instructor: Jason Mastaler (Churchill Road Employee) 
Instructor: Robert Timke (Churchill Road Employee) 
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DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
 

1. DISMISSAL TO AN AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITY:  Your student’s teacher will 
receive a copy of the After-School Activities Roster, which will list your student’s name, 
Activity and dates/times of participation.  The teacher will make every effort to dismiss 
your child to his/her Activity.  Please remind your student on the day of the Activity. 

2. PICKING UP FROM AN AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITY:  Parents/Guardians need to 
plan ahead and adjust their student’s pick-up arrangements on After-School Activity 
days.  You must pick up your student in person and sign the Activity Roster to release 
your student.  Students will not be permitted to leave the school unattended to meet 
you at the curb, the Kiss and Ride or to walk home.  Please contact the attendance 
monitor at asa-attendance@churchillroadpta.org if your child plans to miss a class or if 
an adult other than the parent is picking up the child. Please remember to bring a form 
of identification.  

3. DISMISSAL TO SACC:  Students who are normally dismissed to SACC will be sent to 
SACC at the end of their Activity.  SACC will receive a Roster of students attending the 
Activities.  Students should check-in at SACC before proceeding to their Activity.  
Parents should also email SACC to inform that their child should be escorted to their 
Activity. 

 

 

STUDENT CONDUCT POLICY 
 

STUDENTS are expected to participate in a respectful and cooperative manner in all PTA-
Sponsored After-School Activities.  Students are required to follow Fairfax County Public 
School Regulation 2601 – Students Responsibilities and Rights.  The following disciplinary 
methods will be employed during After-School Activities: 

1st Warning:  disruptive student will be sent to PTA office, parent/guardian will be advised 
upon pick-up of situation and a written explanation of the disciplinary event will be sent to 
parent/guardian, the After-School Activity Instructor, and the After-School Activity chair/co-
chair; 

2nd Warning:  disruptive student will be sent to the PTA office, parent/guardian will be 
advised upon pick-up of situation and the student will be withdrawn from participation in the 
After-School Activity program with a full written explanation from the After-School Activity 
Instructor and Chair, without refund. 

 
  

mailto:asa-attendance@churchillroadpta.org?subject=After%20School%20Activities%20Attendance%2FPickup%20Arrangements
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PARENTAL WAIVER AND CONSENT 
 

The Parental Waiver is available at the end of the registration process in Cvent.  Please 
carefully read the form before enrolling your child. 
 

 
PARENTAL WAIVER AND CONSENT 

Whereas, the Churchill Road Elementary Parent Teacher Association (PTA), as a service to its members and 
students, provides various after school activities for the students at Churchill Road Elementary School (CRS); 

Whereas, the undersigned parent or legal guardian of the below named child/children, wishes to take advantage 
of the after school program designated below; 

In consideration for these services, the undersigned parent or legal guardian agrees and represents as follows: 

I am the parent or legal guardian of the below named child/children.  I hereby agree to follow all registration 
requirements. 

I understand that there are certain risks of injury inherent in this after school activity and I am willing to assume 
these risks on behalf of my child.  I hereby certify that my child is fully capable of participating in the designated 
activity and that my child is healthy and has no physical or mental disabilities or infirmities that would restrict 
full participation.  

I agree, in taking advantage of this after school activity, to release and hold harmless the PTA, including its 
officers, agents, members and volunteers; CRS, including its officers, agents, and employees; and any person or 
persons in charge of running the after school program (the program coordinator), from any and all claims, 
demands, suits, costs (including attorneys' fees and litigation costs) and charges, in connection with or arising out 
of the provided after school program, including but not limited to bodily harm or injury to my child/children.  I 
understand that this release includes any claims based on negligence, action, or inaction of the PTA, CRS and the 
program coordinator. 

In the event that I cannot be reached to make arrangements for emergency medical attention, I authorize the 
program coordinator or other adult present to seek immediate medical care at any facility that this person deems 
most suitable.  I further give my consent for any and all emergency medical treatment for my child/children 
when the child/children is in this individual's care. 

I have read this release and further agree that no oral representations, statements, or inducement apart from the 
foregoing waiver and consent have been made: 

 
Activity Name, Day & Time:  __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Start Date: __________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Child and Grade:  ____________________________________________________________________________________     
 
 
Print name of Parent/Guardian: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:        

 


